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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This Office Action is responsive to the papers filed 04/01/08. 



2. 



Claims 1-26, 31-56, and 61-73 are pending. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1,4,6-14,17,1 9-26, 31 , 34, 36-44, 47, 49-56, 61 , 64-67, and 70-73 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Conference 
Composer User Guide (Copyright 2001) and McDonald et al ("McDonald", US 
5966532). 

Regarding claims 1 , 1 4, 31 , 44, 61 , 67, Conference Composer User Guide 
teaches a method for initializing user interface software for controlling an audio 
conferencing device, comprising selecting at least one audio input from the set up 
program; selecting at least one audio output from the set up program; selecting at 
least one audio conferencing device from the set up program (enter text labels for 
inputs and outputs, Fig. 6); electronically map the inputs and outputs to input and 
output ports on the audio conference device. Conference Composer User Guide does 
not teach the configuration is performed by a set up program wherein the program 
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facilitates selecting inputs, outputs and mapping parameters. McDonald teaches 
executing a set up program (wizard) to facilitate configuration for the interface software 
(abstract), defining mapping parameters, and transfer mapping parameters to the 
interface software (col. 4, lines 42-67) (col. 5, lines 1-22). Thus, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to apply 
McDonald's teaching of executing a wizard in Conference Composer User Guide with 
the motivation being to simplify configuration operations (McDonald, col. 3, lines 36- 
57). 

Regarding claims 4, 17, 34, 47, 64, 70, Conference Composer User Guide, as 
modified by McDonald, teaches that step (d) is accomplished automatically by the set 
up program on the basis of the selected input and outputs (all the inputs that map to a 
particular output (page 8). 

Regarding claims 6, 19, 36, and 49, Conference Composer User Guide, as 
modified by McDonald, teaches displaying an error message if the selected audio 
conference device is not compatible with the selected inputs or outputs (to ensure 
proper input-output mappings) (page 9) (col. 14, lines 44-63). 

Regarding claims 7, 20, 37, 50, 65, 71, Conference Composer User Guide, as 
modified by McDonald, teaches wherein step (e) is accomplished automatically by the 
set up program (the Signal Activity LEDs mapped to the inputs and outputs of the 
System Page) (page 8) (col. 10, lines 24-57). 

Regarding claims 8, 21, 38, 51, 66, and 72, Conference Composer User Guide, 
as modified by McDonald, teaches coupling the selected inputs and outputs to the 
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input and output ports on the audio conference device in accordance with a map 
created by the set up program (page 15) (col. 10, lines 24-57). 

Regarding claims 9, 22, 39, 52, Conference Composer User Guide, as modified 
by McDonald, teaches wherein the inputs include items selected from the group 
consisting of a microphone and a telephone (Fig. 5 page 7). 

Regarding claims 10, 23, 40, 53, Conference Composer User Guide, as modified 
by McDonald, teaches wherein the outputs include items selected from the group 
consisting of a speaker, a telephone, and a recorder (see Fig. 12, page 16). 

Regarding claims 1 1 , 24, 41 , 54, Conference Composer User Guide, as modified 
by McDonald, teaches wherein the set up program is executed upon execution of the 
user interface software (wizard) (abstract, col. 4, lines 42-67) (col. 5, lines 1-22). 

Regarding claims 12 and 42, Conference Composer User Guide, as modified by 
McDonald, teaches wherein the computer is coupled to the audio conferencing device 
(page 2). 

Regarding claims 13, 26, 43, and 56, Conference Composer User Guide, as 
modified by McDonald, teaches wherein step (e) further comprises displaying a 
number of available inputs and output ports for the at least one selected audio 
conferencing devices (Fig. 6, page 8). 

Regarding claims 25, 55, 73, Conference Composer User Guide, as modified by 
McDonald, teaches wherein the predetermined sequential series of steps comprises a 
predetermined sequential series of screens ("follow the instructions for installing 
Conference Composer", page 2). 
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5. Claims 2-3, 5, 15-16, 18, 32-33, 35, 45-46, 48, 62-63, 68-69 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Conference Composer User Guide 
(Copyright 2001), McDonald et al ("McDonald", US 5966532), and Kellom et al 
("Kellom", US 2004/0260416). 

Regarding claims 2-3, 5, 15-16, 18, 32-33, 35, 45-46, 48, 62-63, 68-69, 
Conference Composer User Guide, as modified by McDonald, does not teach using 
the set up program to define audio optimization parameters for the inputs or outputs 
and transferring the audio optimization parameters to the user interface software. 
Kellom teaches an audio amplifier local interface system which facilitates configuration 
setup (inputs/outputs/parameters) to achieve optimization (Fig. 6). Thus, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
apply Kellom's teaching in Conference Composer User Guide and McDonald's system 
with the motivation being to enhance the efficiency of the system. 

6. It is noted that any citation to specific, pages, columns, lines, or figures in the 
prior art references and any interpretation of the references should not be considered 
to be limiting in any way. A reference is relevant for all it contains and may be relied 
upon for all that it would have reasonably suggested to one having ordinary skill in the 
art. In re Heck, 699 F.2d 1331, 1332-33,216 USPQ 1038, 1039 (Fed. Cir. 1983) 
(quoting In re Lemelson, 397 F.2d 1006, 1009, 158 USPQ 275, 277 (CCPA 1968)). 

The Examiner notes MPEP § 2144.01, that quotes In re Preda, 401 F.2d 825,159 
USPQ 342, 344 (CCPA 1968) as stating "in considering the disclosure of a reference, it 
is proper to take into account not only specific teachings of the reference but also the 
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inferences which one skilled in the art would reasonably be expected to draw 
therefrom." Further MPEP 2123, states that "a reference may be relied upon for all that 
it would have reasonably suggested to one having ordinary skill the art, including 
nonpreferred embodiments. Merck & Co. v. Biocraft Laboratories, 874 F.2d 804, 10 
USPQ2d 1843 (Fed. Cir.), cert, denied, 493 U.S. 975 (1989). 
7. Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kieu D. Vu. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Mon - Thu from 7:00AM to 3:00PM at 571-272-4057. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Bashore, can be reached at 571-272-4088. 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned are as follows: 

571-273-8300 

and / or: 

571-273-4057 (use this FAX #, only after approval by Examiner, for "INFORMAL" 
or "DRAFT" communication. Examiners may request that a formal paper / amendment 
be faxed directly to them on occasions). 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Kieu D Vu/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2175 



